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TAGS: IN, MY, PFOR 

SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN REACTION TO INDIAN NUCLEAR TEST 

1. GOM FOREIGN MINISTRY CONFIRMS THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL 
GOM REACTION TO INDIAN DETONATION OF NUCLEAR DEVICE. PRESS 
REACTION HAS BEEN NEGATIVE. THE PENANG "STRAITS ECHO" NOTES 
THAT THE "LAST THING THE WORLD NEEDS IS EXPANSION OF THE NUCLEAR 
NON/PROLIFERATION TREATY. THE AFTERNOON "MALAY MAIL" EDITORIALIZES 
THAT "IT IS SAD TO WATCH THE SPECTACLE OF POOR COUNTRIES 
BLEEDING THEMSELVES WHITE TO JOIN THE NUCLEAR CLUB." THE CHINESE- 
LANGUAGE PRESS STRIKES A HARSHER NOTE, "MALAYAN THUNG PAU" SAYS 
"INDIA'S ATOM TEST IS MEANT TO THREATEN CHINA AND MINOR NATIONS 

IN ASIA. ..IT HAS NOT SUCCEEDED IN THREATENING ANYONE." "THUNG 
PAU" ALSO ACCUSES THE SOVIET UNION OF DEFENDING THE INDIAN MOVE. 

2. COMMENTS: GOM IS UNLIKELY TO PUBLICALLY TAKE STANCE WHICH 
WOULD OFFEND NEW DELHI, HOWEVER, TEST IS UNHAPPY REMINDER THAT 
PROCLAMATIONS OF ZONES OF PEACE AND NEUTRALITY WILL NOT PREVENT 
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REGIONAL POWERS FROM FLEXING THEIR MUSCLES. HARSH REACTION OF 
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CHINESE-LANGUAGE PRESS IS SIMPLY REFLECTION OF THEIR PARTISANSHIP 
IN CHINA-INDIAN RIVALRY. 

UNDERHILL 
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